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Mission Statement

Believe, Belong, Become
Credwch, Perthyn, Dewch yn
[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]
St Joseph’s Primary School strives to enhance and enrich the learning experiences of our pupils. This not only adds to the enjoyment of the subjects that they learn about, but to their understanding and experiences of the content. We believe all our pupils have an equal right to benefit from visit, curricular and extracurricular activities.

Many of the activities we undertake necessarily have a cost associated with them. Unfortunately, we are unable to provide them unless we ask our parents for voluntary contributions.

There are some strict rules by which we must abide. Our charging policy, which has been agreed by the Governing Body of the school, sets out what we will charge for, how we will try and make it manageable for you as parents, and how we will assist those with limited income.

Voluntary Contributions

Schools are not allowed to charge for activities which are part of the normal school day or part of the National Curriculum, but we can ask for Voluntary contributions.

Examples of times in which we ask for voluntary contributions include:

* Swimming

* Transport on school visits

* Admission charges

* Residential activities

* Daily Fruit

In order to offer your child the widest range of activities designed to broaden their experiences, we must ask for your financial assistance. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]A contribution is requested for daily fruit which each child can access as part of our Healthy Schools initiative. Any excess money at the end of the year from this collection is then used to subsidise trips, visits, visitors or resources for the pupils ( see School Fund records).

Your contribution is voluntary, but if we do not receive sufficient contributions, the activity will need to be cancelled.

NO CHILD WILL EVER BE EXCLUDED FROM AN ACTIVITY IF PARENTS TELL US THEY HAVE DIFFICULTY IN PAYING

Parents who find that they are unable to pay due to their financial circumstances, should contact the Headteacher or School Support Officer who will be able to assist them.

The voluntary contributions that parents are requested to make, will not exceed the actual cost per pupil of the activity. No parent will be asked to subsidise those who have not paid.

We shall inform you if for any reason the activity cannot take place due to inadequate funds. 

We shall give you as much notice as possible of any activities which will require voluntary contributions.

Optional Extras

The following items are charged as optional extras:

* After school clubs provided by specialist trainers / tutors

* Private music tuition where the actual cost will not be exceeded by the charge.

Charging for residential visits

At St Joseph’s we believe that every child should experience at least one residential visit during their time at school.

The voluntary contributions required will cover all aspects of the visit. We can assure parents that the charge will not exceed the actual cost per child.

 

We will assist you in every way we can by:

* Giving you as much notice as possible

* Having clear procedures to enable you to pay by instalments

* Ensuring that, where there is a limited allocation of places, that children will be selected in a fair and transparent way.

 

Because of their financial situation, some parents may qualify for a reduction in the cost of residential visits.

If you feel you are in this situation, please contact the school.

All conversations will be treated in confidence.

 

Some visits the pupils may experience:

* Father Christmas at various venues

* National Museum of Wales

* Tredegar House

* Techniquest

* Millennium Stadium Cardiff

* The Big Pit

* St. Fagan’s

* St. Mary's Church, Newport

* Newport Wetlands

* Local Theatres

* Residential Outdoor Pursuits Courses e.g. Gilwern

* Caerleon Roman Museum and amphitheatre

* Etc.

Please see the Headteacher should you have any queries regarding this policy.



Approved by______________________________________________________Headteacher

Approved by____________________________________________ Chair of Governors
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